S AD TO REPORT Oscar Lerman died Monday night at home 
after a five-year battle with prostate cancer. He kept his pain a 
secret, wife Jackie Collins told us. “He was very brave.” Services 
will be held 12:30 Friday at Pierce Bros., Westwood ... “The JFK 
Assassination: The Jim Garrison Tapes,” a 98-minute docu, was 
screened Monday at Loews Santa Monica by Blue Ridge/Filmtrust 
only hours after it was completed by writer-director John Barbour. 
Mark Lane was on hand with Barbour. The latter told us the tape with 
Garrison, made 10 years ago, evoked no interest. But after “JFK,” 
Barbour was told, “You’re sitting on a gold mine.” Barbour and Lane 
are also working on a play version of Lane’s book, “Plausible Denial” 
(Thundermouse Press), which Barbour modestly calls “The ‘Inherit 
die Wind’ of this decade’ ’ ... Tom Arnold hosts a screening tomorrow 
of Miramax’s 100-minutes-long 1990 Oscar -winning docu, “Ameri- 
can Dream” by Barbara Kopple. Howcum? Before Roseanne and TV, 
Arnold was a meatpacker near the Minnesota Hormel Plant, which is 
shown in the docu about the long strike by the local meatpackers’ 
union there . . . When Carly Simon started to work on her “This Is My 
Life” album, her label of many years, Arista, passed on it. Quincy 
Jones, on learning it was available, put it on his new Qwest label, and it 
will be out this month. “Life” contains three songs Simon wrote for 
the movie“This Is My Life.” Since there’s no soundtrack album, the 
only way to hear those songs — is on Carly’s album . . . Johnny Mandel, 
who won his fifth Grammy for the arrangement behind Natalie Cole 
on “Unforgettable,” reunioned at N.Y.’s Red Blazer II with the Henry 
Jerome band, in which he played trumpet in 1945. Grammys pay off, 
just like Oscars: Since winning this Grammy, Mandel’s been offered 
nine albums to arrange and produce. 


